Arecaceae (Palm Family)
Flowers:
Perfect or imperfect and the plants then monoecious or dioecious, actino-morphic, small; carpels usually 3, distinct to connate; ovary superior, 1–3 locular with 1 basal ovule per locule
Infloresc.:
Various spikes or panicle, sometimes terminal and the plant monocarpic, can be gigantic with 250,000 fruits
Fruits:
Drupe or berry; 1-seeded, can be enormous in size, up to 18 inches long and 40 pounds in weight
Habit:
Unbranched trees, shrubs, or woody vines, but without secondary growth
Leaves:
Alternate, often pinnately or palmately divided or compound, sheathing at base, sometimes huge, up to 65 feet long
Examples:
Areca cathecu (betel-nut)
Cocos nucifera (coconut)
Copernicia cerifera (carnuba wax)
Corypha umbrauculifera (talipot palm)
Elaeis guineensis (oil palm)
Lodoicea malficica (coco-de-mer, double coconut)
Phoenix dactylifera (date palm)
Roystonea regia (royal palm)
Sabal palmetto (palmetto)
Serenoa repans (saw palmetto)
Washingtonia filifera (Washington palm)

