Araceae (Arum Family)
Flowers:
Perfect or imperfect and the plants then mainly monoecious, actinomorphic; very reduced, often sunken into SPADIX; carpels 1–many, syncarpous; 1–many locular with 1–many ovules
Infloresc.:
A SPADIX subtended by a SPATHE; can be large (Amorphophalus)
Fruits:
Berries, often colorful, multiple
Habit:
Perennial herbs or woody vines, many shade tolerant
Leaves:
Alternate, simple to pinnately or palmately veined, divided or compound; often with RAPHIDES of calcium oxalate, poisonous
Examples:
Arisaema triphyllum (jack-in-the pulpit)
Colocasia esculenta (taro root, poi)
Symplocarpos foetidus (skunkcabbage)
Zantedeschia (calla lily)
Anthurium
Caladium
Diffenbachia (dumb cane)
Monstera
Philodendron
Spathiphyllum
Related family — Lemnaceae (duckweed family)

