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George:Who do you remember from Urbana? 

Fig. 2 Govindjee’s graduate students from 1962–1972. Top row:
(Left) Anne Krey1 (Anne (left) was in the lab in the early 1960s;
photo taken in 2005) and Govindjee. (Middle) Govindjee, left, and
Louisa Yang2 Ni (in the lab in the early 1960s; photo taken in 2005).
(Right) Left to right: George C. Papageorgiou3 (PhD, 1968),
Govindjee, and Prasanna Mohanty (PhD, 1972), photo taken at a
conference, *1987. Second row: (Left) John C. Munday4, Jr. (PhD,
1968), photo taken in 283 Morrill Hall, in 1968. (Right) Left to right:
Govindjee and Frederick Y.-T. Cho5 (PhD, 1969), photo taken in
1990 in Tempe, Arizona. Third row: (Left) Left to right: Ted Mar6

(PhD, 1971), Alan J. Stemler (PhD, 1974), Eugene Rabinowitch,
Patrick Breen (then Govindjee’s post-doctoral associate) and Gov-
indjee; sitting in white shirt is Prasanna Mohanty, photo taken in 283

Morrill Hall, in *1969. (Right) Maarib D.L. Bakri (Bazzaz7) (left,
PhD, 1972) and Govindjee, photo taken at 1101 McHenry Avenue,
Urbana, IL, in *1967. Bottom row: (Left) A group photograph at a
conference on photosynthesis research *1981. Left to right: Stand-
ing: Govindjee and Prasanna Mohanty8 (PhD, 1972); sitting: Paul A.
Jursinic (PhD, 1977), Alan Stemler (PhD, 1974), Barbara A. Zilinskas
(PhD, 1975) and George Papageorgiou (PhD, 1968). (Right) Glenn
Bedell9 (PhD, 1972), with a plaque honoring Robert Emerson and
Eugene Rabinowitch, and Govindjee (photo taken in 2006). [Missing
from these photographs are Carl N. Cederstrand10 (PhD, 1965; jointly
under Rabinowitch) and Raymond Chollet (PhD, 1972) who worked
jointly with William Ogren.]
Notes are given in a separate section before Appendix I
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Barbara Zilinskas
 



The 1964 Urbana Z-Scheme of  photosynthesis, 
when George had joined our Lab, but  visited 

later by others in 2014 



1972, Pushchino,USSR or Russia? 



2007, UK  



With Lester Packer and others, Spetses 



1995  

The photosynthesis crew in Urbana at the time
included quite a cast of talented faculty and scientists.

For example, I remember doing cytochrome redox

measurements on Don Ort’s (or was it Colin
Wraight’s?) machine, being introduced to thermolu-

minescence by Don DeVault (cf. Note 46), working

with Howie Robinson in the Crofts’ lab on oxidation
kinetics of QA

-, and discussing with Bill Rutherford,

also in Crofts’ lab at the time, about the ramifications

of heterogeneity in photosystem II. The Govindjee

lab was part of what I think was the world’s largest
concentration of excellent photosynthesis researchers

at the time. (My publications from that visit included:

Vermaas and Govindjee (1981a,b; 1982a,b) and Note
20)

Gov did not just teach me writing and how to do

science, he also taught me the art of driving in his red
Buick, which was way too new for my taste. The first

few times we practiced way out there, in the Illinois

boondocks, and I am still amazed that Gov’s hair did

Fig. 4 Govindjee’s graduate
students in the late 1980–
1990s. Top row: (Left) Julian
Eaton-Rye, Govindjee and
William J. Coleman21 (PhD,
1987, right), photo taken in
*1989. (Right) Julian Eaton-
Rye22 (PhD, 1987, left), and
Govindjee, photo taken in
*1998. Second row: (Left)
Hyunsuk Shim23 (PhD, 1992,
jointly under Professor Peter
Debrunner), photo taken in
1992. (Right) A *1995 group
photograph. Left to Right:
Julian Eaton-Rye, Govindjee,
Danny J. Blubaugh24 (PhD,
1987; behind Govindjee),
Thomas Wydrzynski, Prasanna
Mohanty (holding a
Conference bag) and George
Papageorgiou (his left hand is
visible). Third row: (Left) Left
to right: Govindjee and Chunhe
Xu25 (PhD, 1992), photo taken
in *2000. (Right) Govindjee
and Jin Xiong26 (PhD, 1998),
photo taken *2002. Bottom
row: A 1999 group photograph,
taken at Govindjee’s retirement
party. Left to right: Paul
Spilotro27, Thomas
Wydrzynski (in yellow tie),
Maarib Bazzaz (in white dress),
Barbara Zilinskas (standing
high), Alan Stemler, Rita
Khanna, James Fenton and
Jack J.S. van Rensen.
Govindjee is sitting, defending
himself! Missing in the
photographs are Jiancheng
Cao28 (PhD, 1992), and Fatma
El-Shintinawy29
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At a symposium in Indore, India (2007) 
held to celebrate Govindjee’s research 

that was dedicated to his teachers Eugene I. Rabinowitch

(1959–1960) and Robert Emerson (1956–1958). He not
only talked about their scientific discoveries, but about

their human qualities (also see Govindjee 2004). Figure 2

shows Govindjee lighting the lamp before the conference
was inaugurated.

Most of the talks at this International Conference dealt

with the state-of-the-art research, starting with a brief
review of the current knowledge and the relevance of the

topic to global issues, followed by a balanced presentation

of the latest research results, concluding with views on the
future course of research including the outstanding global

issues and challenges facing us all. Further, the chairper-

sons emphasized the key points of the talks, steered the
discussions by providing additional thoughts, and intro-

duced related ideas.
The concluding session included remarks on ‘memora-

ble moments with Govindjee’ from many of his

collaborators; Rajni Govindjee was the guest of honor of
this special session. Since her birthday fell on Nov. 29, we

celebrated it as well (see Fig. 3).

The messages

Several messages were received at the time of the confer-

ence honoring Govindjee. Our apologies to the following

for not being able to include their messages: Andrei Rubin
(Russia); Kazimierz Strzalka (Poland); Lars Björn (Sweden);

Fig. 1B Govindjee (1st row, 5th from right) with many of the participants at the Indore Conference

Fig. 1A Govindjee with his students. Left to right: George C.
Papageorgiou (Greece), Govindjee (USA), Julian Eaton-Rye (New
Zealand), and Prasanna Mohanty (India)
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2007 Conference : 
With Mike Seibert 



2007: With 
Lou 

Sherman  
and Julian 
Eaton-Rye 

 



2007: With the VIP, Eva-Mari 
Aro 



2007: With  Ralph Gasanov 



With  Kostas Stamatakis and Julian 
Eaton-Rye (in Spain) 

7G 
 



With Lada 
Nedbal 

and others 
In The 
Czech 

Republic  



With Imre Vass 

9G 
 



With 
Conrad 

Mullineaux 
who gave us 

a “State-less” 
mutant” 



With  Wim Vredenberg  : Are his 
equations as difficult  as those of  

Reto Strasser? 

11 G 
 



With  folks from Trebon 

12G 
 



George says: 
It is time  to 

reflect  
when the 
lectures  

are boring, 
or hard to 

follow 
So, please 
give good 
lectures.. 



GCP to 
Govindjee: 
There is no 

problem in life 
when we have 

friends like 
these we are 
with in this 

picture. Right? 
Say : “Yes” 

Gov said: “Sure, 
of  course”.. You 

are the Greek 
philosopher for 

me 



Discussing 
The Hill 

Reaction and  
The Calvin-

Benson Cycle  
of  

Photosynthesis 
in a restaurant 

15 G 
 



Relaxing 
in The 
Czech 

Republic 



Both the tree 
and George 

are products of   
Photosynthesis, 

but why is 
George  

carrying an 
umbrella ? 

He said 
“Achtung!” 



We need to 
seriously think if  
we should really 

ever use 
“Chlorophyll a 
fluorescence” 

for 
understanding  
when we don’t 

even know what 
“Fo” really  

means?-- GCP 



I end this presentation by showing two 
group photographs of George  

With Prasanna Mohanty and 
Julian Eaton-Rye 

With Radek Kana, 
Ondrej Prasil and 

others 


