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ALUMNI - NAME DEGREES PRESENT POSITION 

Sabra Abbott 
2000-2005 

BS, Carleton College, MN 1999 
PhD, Molecular & Integrative 
Physiology 2005  
MD, UIUC, 2008 

Assistant Professor, Neurology, 
Northwestern University Feinberg 
School of Medicine 
Board-Certified Physician, Neurology 
and Sleep Medicine, Northwestern 
Medical Group 

Norman Atkins, Jr. 
2004-2009 

BS, Birmingham-Southern College, 
1998 
MBA, University of Illinois 
PhD, Neuroscience Program, Univ. 

Illinois, 2010 

Senior Medical Science Liaison, Shire 
Pharmaceuticals, Los Angeles, CA  

Jennifer Arnold 
2006-2015 

BS, Biology, Southeast Missouri State 
University 2005 
MS, Molecular & Integrative 
Physiology, UIUC, 2007 
PhD, Molecular & Integrative 
Physiology, UIUC, 2012   
MD, Medical Scholars Program, UIUC, 
2015 

Neurology Residency, University of 
Michigan Health Systems & Hospitals, 
Ann Arbor, MI 
 

Liana Artinian 
1995–2001 

BS, Med. Biophys. Moscow Med. Inst., 
1981 
MS, MD, Mol. Pharm., Mosc. Med. 
Inst., 1984 
MS, Physiology, UIUC, 1997 
PhD, Physiology, UIUC, 2001 

Research Scientist, Dept. of Biology, 
Georgia State University, Atlanta, GA 

Jeffrey A. Barnes 
1996–2004 

BS, Biotechnology, Worcester 
PolyTech., 1996 

UIUC Med. Scholars Program/Cell & 
Structural Biology 

NIH Trainee, Systems & Integrative 
Biology Training Grant 

PhD, Cell & Structural Biology, UIUC, 
2004 
Postdoc, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 

Medical Oncologist, Massachusetts 
General Hospital Cancer Center 

Jessica W. Barnes 
1997–2005 

BS, Biotechnology, Wooster PolyTech., 
1996  

PhD, Cell & Structural Biology, UIUC, 
2004 

NICHD Postdoctoral Trainee in 
Developmental Neuroscience, 2004–2005 

Co-Founder, 20Lighter Corporate 
Health & Wellness, LLC, Cheyenne, WY 
 

Christian Beaulé 
2003-2006 

Postdoctoral Research Associate 
PhD, Concordia University, Montreal, 

2003 
Postdoctoral Fellowship, Government of  
    Québec, 2003 - 2005  

Assoc. Director, Strategic Services, 
University of Ottawa, Canada 
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Natural Sciences and Engineering 
Research Council of Canada (NSERC) 
Postdoctoral Fellowship, 2005 - 2006 

Kathy Bottum 
2003-2006 

American Heart Association Fellow-to-
Faculty Awardee. “The Suprachiasmatic 
Nucleus as a Model for 
Neuroprotection”,  

MD/PhD, University of Illinois 
Postdoctoral Fellow 

Clinical Professor, SIU Medical School 

Gordon Buchanan 
1994–2003 

BS, Biology, UIUC, 1994 
UIUC Medical Scholars 

Program/Physiology 
MS, Physiology, UIUC, 1997 
PhD, Physiology, UIUC, 2003 
MD, 2004 
Medical Residency in Neurology, Yale, 
2004-2008 

Assistant Professor, Neurology  
Board-Certified Physician, Psychiatry & 
Neurology, University of Iowa School of 
Medicine, Iowa City, IA 

Penny W. Burgoon 
1997-2001 

Postdoctoral Research Associate 
PhD in Physiology, Ohio State University 
NIH Postdoctoral Fellow, 2001–2004 
 

Director - Salivary Bio. and Immunology 
Program in Integrative Bio. & Infectious 
Diseases Branch, Natl. Institute of 
Dental and Craniofacial Research, 
Bethesda, 2010 

Olivia V. Cangellaris 
2012-2018 

BS, Bioengineering, UIUC, 2011 
UIUC Medical Scholars Program, 

Bioengineering 
MS, Bioengineering, UIUC, 2014 
PhD, Bioengineering, UIUC, 2018 
 

Medical Student, UIUC College of 
Medicine 

Dong Chen 
1993–1999 

BS, Neurobiophysics, Univ. of Science & 
Technology, An Hui, PRC, 1991 

MS, Physiology, UIUC, 1994 
MS, Computer Science, UIUC, 1998 
PhD, Physiology, UIUC, 1999 

Software Design Engineer, 
Microsoft Research Inst. 
Redmond, WA 

James Chu 
2011-2018 

BA, Biochem, Molecular Biology, Lewis & 
Clark College, Portland, OR 
PhD, Cell & Developmental Biology, 2018 

Postdoctoral Researcher, Neuro-
oncology, Carle-Illinois College of 
Medicine, UIUC 

James M. Connor 
1983–1985 

BS, Blackburn College, IL, 1983 
MS, Physiology, UIUC, 1985 
MS, Computer Science, 1987 

Res. & Development, Computer 
Science  Application, Motorola Corp., 
Rolling Meadows, IL 

Jian M. Ding 
1991-1998 

Research Scientist, Asst. Research Prof. 
MD, Shanxi Med. College, China 
PhD, University of South Carolina 

Associate Professor, Physiology Dept., 
East Carolina University, Greenville, NC 

Steven M. DeMarco 
1992–1994 

BS, Cell & Structural Biology, UIUC, 1992 
MS, Biology, UIUC, 1994 

Graduate Student, Dept. of 
Neuroimmunol., Mayo Clinic, MN 

Lia E. Faiman 
1989-2004 

Senior Research Scientist 
PhD, Purdue University 

Retired 

Amy Fox 
1992–1997 

BS, Biology, With Highest Distinction, 
UIUC, 1995 

Research Specialist, Berlex Corporation 
Pleasant Hill, CA 
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 MS, Physiology, UIUC, 1997 

Eve A. Gallman 
1990-1998 

BS, Zoology, University of North Carolina  
PhD, Physiology, University of North 
Carolina, 1990 
NIH Postdoctoral Fellow, UIUC, 1990-
1993 

Assoc. Professor, Neurology, Augusta 
University, University of Georgia 
Medical Partnership 

Matthew Gerdin 
2001, 2002 

BA, St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN, 
Biology and Psychology, 1996   
PhD, Neuroscience, Northwestern 
University, Evanston, IL 

Foreign Affairs Officer, U.S. 
Department of State 
 

Sufang Huang 
2002–2008 

BS, Tsinghua Univ., Beijing, China, 1998 
MS, Tsinghua Univ., Beijing, China, 2001 
Cell and Developmental Biology,  2006 

Statistical Analyst, ICON Development 
Solutions, Baltimore, MD 

Amanda Hunt 
1993–2001 

BS, Southwestern Univ., TX, 1993 
NIH Cell & Mol. Biol. Trainee, 1993–1996 
Clark Fellowship, 1995 
Dissertation Fellow, 1999 
PhD, Neuroscience, UIUC, 2001 

Staff Scientist at American Institute of 
Biological Sciences (AIBS), Washington, 
D.C. 
 

William Hurst 
1994–2001 

BS, Penn State University, PA, 1993 
PhD, Cell & Structural Biology, UIUC, 

2001 

Senior Scientist, Sanofi-Aventis 
Pharmaceuticals, Bridgewater, NJ 

Samuel J. Irving 
2011-2017 

U.S. Marine Corps, 2002-2006 
BS, Microbiology, Immunology, Molecular 
Genetics, UCLA 2010 
PhD, Molecular & Integrative Physiology, 

UIUC, 2017 

Medical Student, UIUC School of 
Medicine 

Rajashekar Iyer 
2010-2018 

BS, SASTRA University, India 2009 
PhD, Cell & Developmental Biology, UIUC 

2018 

Implementation Manager, PierianDx, 
Inc., St. Louis, MO 

 

Anika Jain 
2009-2018 

BS, University Institute of Engineering & 
Tech, India, 2007 

PhD, Cell & Developmental Biology, 2017 

Postdoctoral Hourly Assistant, UIUC 

Patty Kandalepas 
2002–2010 

BS, Loyola Univ., Chicago, IL, 1998 
MA, Univ. of Chicago, IL, 1999 
PhD, Neuroscience Program, University of 

Illinois, 2009  
Postdoc, Neurology, Northwestern Univ. 

School of Medicine, 2010-2014 

Senior Scientist, Abbott Diagnostics, 
Lake Forest, IL 

Yoon Sik Kim 
2016-2017 

PhD, Neuroscience, Korea University 
College of Medicine 

Postdoc, Korea University College of 
Medicine, Dr. Yang In Kim, 2010-2011 

Postdoc, UCLA, Psychiatry and 
Biobehavioral Sciences, Dr. Christopher 
Colwell, 2015-2016 

Postdoc, UIUC, 2016-2017 

Postdoctoral Fellow, St. Joseph’s 
Medical Center, Phoenix, AZ 
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Peder Lindberg 
1998–2005 

BA, Carleton College, Northfield, MN, 
1998 

UIUC Medical Scholars 
Program/Neuroscience 

Emergency Medicine Physician, 
University of Chicago Hospitals 

Chen Liu 
1990–1995 

 

BS, Beijing University 
MS, National Academy of Sciences, PRC 
PhD, UIUC Neuroscience Program, 1995 

Laboratory Software Designer 
LabVantage Solutions, Bridgewater 
Township, NJ 

Siyuan “Chris” Liu 

2010-2017 

BS, Chemical Engineering, Cornell 
University 2010 

PhD, Neuroscience 2017/Med Scholars 
Program UIUC 

Medical Student, UIUC College of 
Medicine 

Shalini Manchanda 
1999-2000 

Clinical Research Sleep Physician 
Asst. Clinical Professor, College of Med.  
MD, New Delphi 

Carle Clinic, Board certified in Sleep 
Medicine, Urbana, IL 
IUPUI, Indianapolis, IN 

Angela J. McArthur 
1988–1993 

BS, Eastern Illinois University, 1986 
MS, University of Illinois, 1989 
PhD, University of Illinois, Physiology, 
SITG Trainee, 1993 
PD, Sleep/Mood Disorder Lab, Oregon 
Health Sci. Uni. 1993-1996 
Postdoctoral, Anatomy & Physiol., King’s 
College, London, 1996–99 

Scientific Editor, St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital, Memphis, 
TN 

Marija Medanic 
1989–1995 

BS, University of Illinois, 1988 
MS, UIUC, 1990 
NIH SIBTG Trainee, Physiology 
PhD, Physiology, 1995 

Albuquerque, NM 
 

Larry Millet 
2003–2009 

BS, Portland State University, OR, 2001 
PhD, Cell & Developmental Biology, 

University of Illinois, 2009 
NIH Training Grant: Developmental 
Psychobiology and Neuroscience Trainee, 
2008-09 

Postdoctoral Fellow, Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory 

Laura Pace 
2001–2007 

BS, SUNY Stony Brook, NY, 1998 
Med Scholar, PhD, Neuroscience 
Program, University of Illinois, 2007, MD, 
2009 

College of Medicine, Internal Medicine, 
University of Utah Affiliated Hospitals, 
Salt Lake City 

Julie Pendergast BS, University of Illinois, 1999.  
MS, Biology, University of Illinois 2001,  
PhD, University of Miami, Florida 2007 

Post-doc associate, Vanderbilt 
University, Dept. of Biological Sciences, 
Nashville, TN 

Rebecca A. Prosser 
1985–1989 

BA, Pomona College, CA, 1981 
PhD, Neural & Behavioral Biol., 1989 
Postdoctoral, Stanford University 

Professor, Biochemistry, Cell & Mol. 
Biology, Univ. of Tennessee 
 

Harry Rosenberg 
2008-2017 

BS, University of Chicago 
MS, Molecular & Integrative Physiology 
2010 
PhD, Molecular & Integrative Physiology, 
2014 
MD, UIUC, 2017 

Intern, Neuropathology, Brigham & 
Women’s Hospital, Harvard Medical 
School 
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Jennifer N. (Hanson) 
Shephard 
2004-2008 

BS, Materials Engineering, Univ. of Mich. 
Materials Engineering, UIUC 
PhD, Materials Science and Engineering 

2008 

Scientist, MIT, Bioengineering 

Steven Shinall 
1994–1995 

BS, Physics, UIUC, 1992 
MS, Biology, UIUC, 1996 

PhD, Dept. of Immunology 
Univ. of Iowa 
Manager, External Grants Committee, 
Takeda Pharmaceuticals, IL 

Thomas K. Tcheng 
1988–1998 

BS, Illinois State University, 1988 
NIMH, Behavioral Neuroscience Trainee 
PhD, UIUC Neuroscience Program, 1998 

Director, Res. & Development 
Pacific Neurosci. Institute 
Orinda, CA,  1998-2005 

Director of Research 
NeuroPace, Inc., Mountain View, CA 
94043, 2005-present 

Shelley A. Tischkau 

1995-2001 

Postdoctoral Fellow 
PhD, University of Illinois 
NIH Postdoctoral Fellow, 1996-1998 

Associate Professor of Pharmacology, 
SIU Medical School, Carbondale, IL 

Sheue-Houy Tyan 
1998-2006 

Postdoctoral Research 
Associate/Research Scientist 

PhD, National Tsing-Hua Univ., Taiwan 

Research Scientist, Neuroscience, UC-
San Diego 

Tonfei (Alex) Wang 
2006-2012 

BS, Peking University 2005 
MS, Molecular & Integrative Physiology, 
UIUC 2008 
PhD, Molecular & Integrative Physiology, 
UIUC 2012 

Postdoc, Dr. Lily Jan’s lab at U.C. San 
Francisco 

Ying Wang 
2002–2005 

BS, Beijing Univ., Beijing, China, 1999 
Neuroscience Program, University of 
Illinois 

Tokyo, Japan 

E. Todd Weber 
1989–1994 

BS, Slippery Rock Univ., 1988 
MS, UIUC, 1990 
DOD Research Fellow, School of 

Aerospace Medicine, San Antonio, TX 
PhD, Physiology, UIUC, 1994 

Associate Professor, Dept. of Biology, 
Rider University   
Lawrenceville, NJ 

Mia Yu (Bothwell) 
2012-2018 

BA, Amherst College, Fine Arts and 
Biology, 2007 

PhD, Molecular & Integrative Physiology, 
UIUC, 2018 

Medical Student, UIUC College of 
Medicine 

Yanxun Yu 
1999– 2007 

BS, Univ. of Wuhan, Wuhan, Hubei, PRC 
PhD, Neuroscience, UIUC, 2007 

Postdoc, Department of Biology and 
National Center for Behavioral 
Genomics, Brandeis University, 
Waltham, MA 2011 

Weimen Zen 
1997–1998 

BS, Xiamen Univ., Anhiu, PRC, 1991 
MS, Biology, Eastern Illinois Univ., 1995 
MS, Biology, UIUC, 1998 

Graduate School in Computer Science 

 


